InDepth: Scripts

By David Blatner
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20 Free Scripts

Every InDesign user should consider using these scripts to

enhance workflow efficiency.

Congratulations: By starting to read this
article you have taken the first step towards
making your life far easier! I'm going to
uncover a secret that can transform you
from a regular InDesign User to a super-
powered force of nature! The trick is based
on what | (immodestly) call Blatner’s First
Rule of Publishing:

Take a little time now to save far more time
in the future.

One of the best ways to apply this rule
is to find a script or plug-in that does your
work for you. Most scripts are extremely
easy to use and can save you hours of time.
The hardest part is knowing what'’s available
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and where to get them. Fortunately, I'm
going to make it easier for you by providing
a list of twenty awesome scripts. Of course,
I'm not saying you need all of them, but
you do need to know about all of them! You
never know when one will come in handy.

By the way, if you don’t know how to
install and run scripts, you're not alone.
Fortunately, it's really simple. Here's the
really quick version:

Open the Scripts panel (Window >
Utilities > Scripts). You'll find pre-installed
scripts inside the Application/Samples/
Javascript folder in the panel. To run one,
double-click on it.
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In Depth SCI" ptS Adobe InDesign Calendar Wizard: Version 3.12.30

First Month | August +][2012 & [ ok |
Last Month | August * || 2012 Cancel
Calendar Options Layer Options Holiday Options (M-D[-YYYY]:Text)
Language | English = Add Text Layer IE <Style>= A B C D
Start on | Sunday & Add Holiday Layer From Current Frame
f . . Date Rows | Auto = Use Calendar Layer From Custom Files
I you Want to InSta” a Scrlpt you have Count Work Week on | First Full Week ~ Add Day of Year Layer Christian_2009-2015
downloaded from the internet (it should Heading Styls | Auto : SR i
Include Mini-Calendar Add Picture Layer Slovenija2012
have a .jS or .JSX exten5|on), ng ht_chck the Include Work Weeks Add Background Layer United_States_2009-2015
Include Non-Month Days
Users folder in the Scripts panel and choose Highlight Sundays

Highlight Holidays

Open in Finder (or Open in Explorer in

WindOWS) from the context menu. Custom Sizes: Used when all values for the page or calendar size or both are specified
Custom Page Size/Margin Custom Calendar Size/Placement Units/Style
Put your scripts inside the Scripts Panel Height Top Units: | inches
. . Width Bottom Calendar Style Set: n
folder (not the Scripts folder). Make sure it Margin Left[ | Right

Bleed

ends with .js or .jsx (sometimes scripts get
a .txt added to their name when you down- Calendars per Page | 1 *| Color Space | CMYK  * Show Full Help

Page | Auto » || Landscape » || Letter = Holiday Example: 1-1:New Year's Day

load them from the internet). Next time you

If you find this script useful please make a donation at: http: //calendarwizard.sourceforge.net

look at your Scripts Panel, you'll see the script , | ,
You can also find documentation and tutorial examples there.

inside the User folder—no need to restart

the program. Double-click it to run the script.  Figure 1: Calendar Wizard's dialog box is huge, but doesn’t take long to figure out.

Note that these scripts are in alphabetical

order, not order of awesomeness or function- Concepcion, and Erica Gamet for pointing CalendarWizard can create calendarsin a
ality. Click on the script name to jump to a out some of these that | hadn’t seen before.  wide variety of forms, and with a wide range
web page from which you can download the of options — including holidays, phases of
script. Or go to http://InDesignSecrets.com/ CalendarWizard the moon, and calendars in over 20 different

free for the full list of links to the sites where  One of the most stunning examples of afree  languages (Figure 1)! Best of all, the calen-
you can download the scripts. In most cases  script available is CalendarWizard, a tourde  dars are all based on paragraph, table, and
you'll find other scripts worth checking out,  force by Scott Selberg that he has posted at  cell styles, so it’s extremely easy to customize
too. | want to thank Mike Rankin, Anne-Marie the popular open source SourceForge site. them. Scott has created a number of simple
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and excellent tutorials to help you through
the process. Note that | also wrote about
CalendarWizard in Issue 21 of this magazine
(December 2007).

FindChangeByList

Do you run the same find/change queries
repeatedly? Do you have ten different find/
change queries that you have to run one
after the other? You need FindChangeByList,
and the good news is that you already

have it—it's one of the free scripts that are
installed by default into the Samples folder
inside the Scripts folder. The hardest part

of using this script is the text file you have

Free Scripts: The Movie
[ recorded movies about how some of

these work in my title “10 Free Must-

Have Scripts” at lynda.com.

INDESIGN MAGAZINE 49

August | September 2012

to create to control the script. The text

file tells the script what it should find and
what to replace it with. It's not rocket sci-
ence; but it does take some time and effort
to figure out (see my lynda.com movie for
details). You can save a lot of time if you
use some additional scripts, mentioned

in this blog post: Find-Change Scripting

Goodness. But honestly, you can save even
more time if you use an inexpensive third-
party product called Multi-Find/Change.

Foot to End

Do you need endnotes in InDesign? Tough
luck, because InDesign only offers footnotes!
Fortunately, there is a cool workaround,
involving cross-references. And even more
fortunately, Peter Kahrel has made a script
that can convert your footnotes into end-
notes! Even better, he has other scripts that
can convert footnotes into side notes (which
sit in the margins) and more!
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Undo History
¥ Add New ltem S A
Swatch
Create Text Frame Cancel
m_ Typing F

Ning
Typing
Increase Point Size
Increase Point Size
Increase Point Size
Increase Point Size
Increase Point Size
Swatch

Figure 2: The History scripts let you undo or redo as many
steps as you want, using a convenient popup menu.

You can set a keyboard shortcut to these scripts (or any
other script) for easy access by choosing Edit > Keyboard
Shortcuts and choosing Scripts from the Product Area
popup menu.

History Scripts

Have you ever needed to undo back 20
steps? And then you get there and real-

ize, nah, you were better off redoing 18 of
them? There are several History plug-ins out
there, but Harbs at In-Tools created two sim-
ple free scripts that give you a list of all the
Undo or Redo steps (Figure 2). Just choose a
step, click OK, and it takes you there.
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IndyFont beta

IndyFont turns InDesign into a font creation
application—yes, you can literally design
and export a font! That may sound crazy, but
in fact it has some excellent uses. For exam-
ple, need a custom bullet character? Or cus-
tom numbering for a fancy auto-numbered
list? What about a custom icon at the end
of your magazine story? All these things
require a custom font. In the past, that
meant not only buying another application,
but learning it! IndyFont lets you do it with
tools you already know, and while the free
“demo” version only exports a single char-
acter in the font, it lets you create as many
fonts as you want.

InGutter

It's a common request by InDesign users,
especially folks who make newsletters and
magazines: We want a way to run lines
(rules) between each column. It's not that
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hard to do manually, but it is tedious and
frustrating if you ever need to change the
size of the frame. Enter InGutter, a wonder-
ful tool that uses a clever trick to add the
lines for you (Figure 3). Even better, when
you resize the frame, the rules change auto-
matically, too!

LayoutZone

Did you ever wish you could take a section
of your page and hand it to someone else to
work on? LayoutZone lets you convert any
part of your spread into an editable InDesign
document; then later, after it’s edited, you
can update the“zone” in InDesign or convert
it back into editable objects again. You can
even use it to convert any placed InDesign
document into editable objects. LayoutZone
needs to be installed in a different loca-

tion (the Scripts panel inside the applica-
tion folder, not the Scripts Panel folder),

but easy-to-understand instructions on the
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Return the Favor!

Just because these scripts are free
doesn't mean they're not worth a lot!
If you find yourself saving money or
time using a script, consider donat-
ing to the developer, or buying some
other product from them! Most of
these scripters have a Donate but-
ton on their site. You'd be amazed at
how sending even $20 or $50 makes
a huge difference to these folks. (And

believe me, you're likely to save hun-

dreds of dollars in time, so it's more

than worth it.)

I Cimus aute vele- . inctis eumentotas
T nisquo quiatquia et a5 samiis ven-
! corum faccus aut  imaion coriti-

1 et, vendais eturi - atecae illatur ad
omnim volenda maio qui nossin-
! sam diciis mos et, © itibus nienihic

i sam nis di do- tem velit, omnis
! loren ihillorrum @ alibus cum a

| erovita tquissequi - nusae vent, aspe
! tectotas a corupta ; omni temporp

. asped unt ac- - oribus et pelique
| catem sa nobit-  * nectatio. Ehenis

. quiamus daecus

- re qui test, sitibus [
. aliquam fugit

- et que nonsec-

* to cones ea con

. plaudaeces plia

- int ut od even- |
. dendi beariam re |
num iunt. :
: Vit quibus eos

. sum quatur, ipid
es alumquo

Figure 3: InGutter can add guides between or around any
multi-column text frame.
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developer’s site lay it out for you. This tool
may sound complex, but it’s actually very

easy and has the potential to supercharge
your workflow!

MakeGrid

This is one of my favorite scripts, and not
just because | was partially responsible for
it being written. A client of mine needed

a way to split a single frame into a grid of
smaller frames (they were using it to create
real estate and car ads). | asked Olav Martin
Kvern (who was working at Adobe at the
time) and he fixed this up in a jiffy. It was so
useful that Adobe decided to add it to the
Samples folder, which is where you'll find it
today (Figure 4).

Merge Tables

InDesign has a lot of features for work-
ing with tables, but it’s lacking some fea-
tures that you'd think were no-brainers. For
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example, have you ever tried to MakeGrid

. 7 I
combine two tables together? It's Hoies |6 | oK |

almost impossible... unless you Colurans: 2

h ipt like Merge Tabl anse
ave a script like Merge Tables.
P 9 Row Gutter: 6 pt
Just select two tables with the
. Column Gutter: 6 pt
Type tool, then run the script. It
. . F Type: | U i d -

lets you combine them vertically i i
(one on top of the other, adding ™ Retain Formatting and Contents
more rows) or horizontally (side ¥/ Delete Original Object
by side, adding more columns).

. A Himy Hi my Hi my Himy
Multi-page Importer e |fomee |pmele | pamer
It,S easy tO place tWO or more | :.1-rcitmmeyis alw-l:im:r:zyis Liirr:neyis t}w—lcilxeyiﬁ

David David David David

Hi my Hi my Hi my Hi my
name is name is name is name is

David David David David
Hi my Hi my Hi my Hi my

name is name is name is name is

David David David David
Hi my Hi my Hi my Hi my

name is name is name is name is

David David David David
Hi my Hi my Hi my Hi my
name is name is name is name is

David David David David .

pages of a PDF into an InDesign
document with the Import
Options dialog box, but you
have to click at least once for
each page you're importing.
Wouldn't it be cool if you could

just import two or more pages
Figure 4: The MakeGrid script breaks any empty or graphic frame into a
bunch of pieces (left). For text frames or open paths, it makes duplicates
in a grid (right)!

automatically? InDesign ships
with a free script (in the Samples
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folder) called PlaceMultipagePDF which can
help. When you run it, it asks you to choose
a PDF, and then it asks if you want to place
the pages in a new document or the current
one. But that’s about the extent of its power.
If you want to supercharge the import, use
MultiPagelmporter, which lets you rotate,
scale and position the PDF just where you
want it (Figure 5).

NumberAdjuster

Let’s say you have a thousand different
numbers in your InDesign story and you
need to increase each of them by 1. Or

you have a hundred prices in your cata-
log and you need to decrease them all by
30 percent. Computers are supposed to

be good at doing math, right? So let the
NumberAdjuster script do the heavy lift-
ing for you! You can add, subtract, multiply,
or divide all the numbers in your story or

document. It even lets you adjust just the
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Import Multiple PDF Pages

Page Selection

Import PDF Pages:
1 thru 20

Reverse Page Order

Start Placing on Doc Page:

numbers that have a dol- 1
lar sign in front of them,

or just ones that match a Sizing Options

particular GREP pattern. e e
It's very powerful, and
very fast.

X% |50 ¥

Page Exporter
Utility

Scale of Imported Page:

Positioning Options -
L 0K

Position on Page Aligned From:
Cancel

Top right
Rotatation: | 90
Offset by:

X: |0 Y: |0

Placement Options
Crop to: | Art

Place Pages on a New Layer
Ilgnore Font and Image Errors
Transparent PDF Background

Figure 5: MultiPagelmporter lets you import a bunch of pages from any PDF or

INDD file very quickly and accurately.

If you need more control

over how your documents are exported to
PDF (or EPS or some other format), then
check out the Page Exporter Utility (PEU),
which has been a staple of many people’s
production lines for years. PEU lets you
export your InDesign documents as single-
page files (instead of putting all the pages or
spreads into one PDF). What | use it for most
commonly is layer versioning. For example,
you might have a“base layer” and then three
different language versions (say English,
French, German). PEU can export multiple

i=— (CONTENTS

PDF files as base+English, base+French, and
base+German. Simple and super efficient!

SetVisualCharSize

Need to make your text exactly 72 points
tall? That's surprisingly difficult in InDesign
because the point size of text typically
includes space above the ascenders and
space below the baseline (to make room
for descenders). Fortunately, you can use
this script to figure out the size for you. Just
select some text, run the script, and tell it
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how large you want the text to be (based on
the size of a specific letter). For example, you
could say “make the uppercase A be exactly

30 mm tall”

Size Labels

Need to know exactly how large every
frame is in your document because you're
working with very strict guidelines? Don't
click on each frame one by one; just run
the SizeLabels script and every object

is suddenly adorned with a little label
showing its dimensions. You can edit the
script (sounds scary, but it's really easy!) to
change the measurement system it uses
from inches to something else, and you
can add paragraph and object styles to
customize the labels. Best of all, the script
places the labels on a special layer, so it's
easy to hide or even delete them. While
you're at the Rorohiko site, look around at
the many other products they have!
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StyLighter

It's almost impossible to tell where styles
are applied in InDesign unless you click

on every bit of text manually, or the style

is easily identifiable by eye. Worse, there’s
almost no way to tell where someone has
applied local formatting (text that has para-
graph or character formatting on top of the
style definition). Both these problems are
handled by the amazing StyLighter script.
When you run it and enable the Activate

the Preview Mode checkbox, then all local
character formatting gets a red line through
it; local paragraph formatting gets a line
along its left side. These lines don't print;
they're on-screen-only. Even better, the
StyLighter dialog box lets you assign a dif-
ferent color for each paragraph or character
style (Figure 6, next page). Again, it’s for
screen viewing only, and you can make it
all go away by running the script again and
turning off that checkbox.

Save First!

Some coders write their scripts in a way that you can use Undo to easily revert back
to the state of your document before you ran the script. However, many scripts don't
do this (especially older scripts). The result is that if you try to undo after running
one of those scripts, you may have to choose Undo about 50 times (once for every
action the script performs). Instead, save your document before running the script!

That way, if something goes terribly wrong (or you just don't like the result), you can

choose File > Revert and you're back in action quickly.
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Table Sort

I'm actually going to mention two scripts
here. First, you have to know about

the SortParagraphs script that shipsin
InDesign’s Samples folder (in the Scripts
panel). It's terrific for sorting any kind of list,
whether numerically or alphabetically. But it
only sorts paragraphs and can’t sort data in
a table! That's where Peter Kahrel's TableSort
script comes in handy. It can sort tables in all
the ways you'd typically want (Figure 7).

TomaxxiFillTable

You know how choosing Type > Fill with
Placeholder Text fills up any frame?
Unfortunately, it doesn’t work for tables. But
Marijan Tompa’s TomaxxiFillTable does the
job admirably, letting you fill with text, num-
bers, date/time stamps, and more. But the
feature | like the most is its ability to insert
consecutive numbers. For example, you can
fill a column with numbers from 100 to 1000
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StyLighter | 1.2 beta | @Indiscripts.com

Paragraph Styles 1 — Character Styles

o B

2] TOC Title
= [] Bold
] TOC?2 i
(7] [Basic Paragraph] ) % :il)l; cap
= I:‘ bod
y 71 no break

# [ body first
= [ body no indent
] body space
4 folio
7] footnote
] page number
% [ subtitle

7] small caps

o | | = [l

IﬂActivate the preview mode Fix colors... | OK

Figure 6: When you turn on the preview mode in StyLighter, you

& M <Style overrides>

Cancel

can see what styles are applied and if any local formatting has

been applied on top of those styles.

with a quick couple of clicks. Remember to
select the cells in the table that you want to
fill before running the script.

TomaxxiPlace2

One of the most confusing and annoying
aspects of object styles is that the Default
Graphic Frame Style is not applied to
graphic frames—it’s only applied to empty
“unassigned” frames. This is particularly frus-
trating when importing images that you
want placed into a frame with a particular
object style. That's where TomaxxiPlace2
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A History of Art for Beginmers & Studenss

risk of being excommunicated from the church, sent into exile for a)
year, and fined one thousand five hundred ducars for the pleasure of

eeing his fancies on canvas,

Pacheco, whe was an inspector at Seville, published minute rules

the representation of sacred subjects and persons, and other

writers did the same. There wus a long and grave discussion over
the propriery of painting rhe devil with horns and a rall. Trwvas
idecided thar he should have horns becanse, accarding to the legend:
fof St-Fheresa, he had horns when he appeared to that saint; and he
owas ullowed to have a tuil because it was thought tw be o suitable
appendage to a fallen angel who had lost his wings. One very strict
irule was thar the feer of the Virgin Mary should be covered, and
nude figures or portions of the figure were strictly forbidden.

‘The painrers of Spain were divided berween rhe schools of
Casrile, Seville, and Valencka. Thar of Castile was founded ar
Toleds early in the fifteenth century, and was maintained about
two hundred years, Clwdio Coello was of this school; he died in
1697, and has well been called “rhe last of the old masters of Spain.”

Adenre-Berrepueme-{rrfo-rytnh-bormar-Herdes-de-Novay - Cesrile)

hewas archi:

D |

Table sort
Ok
— Sort order - |
First sort on column 2 Numeric Cancel
Then on column Mumeric
Then on column Mumeric

— Headers /footers
Mumber of header rows: 0

Number of footer rows: 0

— Direction

(=) Ascending Descending

I§_7T lgnore case

Formatted text

Figure 7: TableSort is great for sorting a table
alphabetically.
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/
It Didn't Work! Now What?
['ve tried all the scripts in this article, and they generally work fine. However, every
so often scripts spit back errors at you when you try to run them. These errors are
comes in. This is a startup script (so it doesn't often really scary and unless you're a scripter you may not know what to do. My
. . suggestion is to try the script on a different document and see if it works there. Try
go in the Scripts Panel folder) and the
. . : . . setting up the document differently (for example, some scripts want you to select
instructions are clearly laid out in the link
. something first; others don't want anything selected). Sometimes older scripts just
above. The result is that whenever you use
. . . . don't work right in a new version of the product. Some scripts in this article even say
File > Place to import a graphic, InDesign
. . . theyre designed for CS4 or CSs5, but they do appear to work in CSé. Other times
will assign the default graphic frame style,
. it's some weird bug that might affect just you or your situation. You can sometimes
giving you the result you expect and want.
go back to the developer, report the bug, and see if they'll fix it for you. But because
Wordalizer these are free, the developer may not get around to fixing it for a while. If it's impor-
: : . tant for you, consider offering them a small fee to help motivate them.
The last script on here is addictive; once you

start using it, you'll want to run it at least
ten times in a row. Wordalizer is a script that
makes a “word cloud” of the most common

rtes

Y enter
Ros =

~ .
gHoratlo
=9 thee

a

words in a story or document and lays them
out in a clever and colorful way (Figure 8).
While most people don't need a word cloud Sir
in their documents, it is an awesome way to

make your publication look super cool.

¢ think thOll well

lng love
L]

Laertestes

David Blatner is the Editorial Director of InDesign Magazine mother

and the co-creator of InDesignSecrets.com. Check out his

own software tool at BlatnerTools.com. Figure 8: Two layouts from the same document, created by the Wordalizer script.
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