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Publicious Presents: Anatomy of InDesign Markup (IDML) Format
by Mike Rankin

To generate IDML, choose File >  
Export Format: InDesign Markup 
(IDML)

see pp. 4–7

see p. 11

see p. 3

see pp. 8–9

see p. 12

see p. 2

see p. 10

An IDML file is a compressed archive 
of XML files describing the structure 
and content of an InDesign CS4 file. 

On the Mac, do not unzip the archive, 
Instead, use a Zip utility like BetterZip 
to view the contents of the archive. 

Double-click the files to open and 
them in another application like 
Oxygen or BBEdit.
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designmap.xml 

The designmap file has a 
Document root element and 
references to all the other files 
in IDML folder,  
indicated by the  
idPkg namespace prefix
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Meta-INF: container.xml

The container file references a set of 
rootfiles, including designmap.xml
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Resources: Fonts.xml 

The fonts file lists all 
the fonts used in the 
InDesign document.
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Resources: Graphic.xml 

The graphic file lists all 
colors, gradients, inks, 
and strokes used in the 
InDesign document.
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Resources: Preferences.xml 

The preferences file 
contains all the settings for 
preferences that travel with 
an InDesign document. 

It does not contain 
application preferences.
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Resources: Styles.xml 

The styles file contains 
groups and settings for 
paragraph, character, TOC, 
table, object, and trap styles.
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XML: BackingStory.xml 

The backingstory file 
lists InDesign page 
objects and their XML 
tags
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Resources: Tags.xml 

Resources: Mapping.xml 

The tags file lists all XML 
tags used in the InDesign 
document.

The mapping file lists all 
the mapping relationships 
between XML tags and 
styles.
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MasterSpreads.xml 

The MasterSpreads file 
contains the information 
for building master pages.
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Spreads: Spread_xxxx.xml

The IDML package contains 
a separate XML file for each 
regular InDesign spread. 
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Stories: Story_xxx.xml 

The IDML package 
contains a separate file 
for each story in the 
InDesign document. 
Story XML files contain 
the content of the stories, 
as well as associated 
styling information and 
XML tags.
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